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The  
Beloved in the Lord, 
 

Our first opportunity to be together in 2019 will fall on January 6 – the day of Epiphany.  
When we enter worship, we’ll encounter the story of ancient sages who, prompted by the 
brilliance of an unusual star, began a quest to find the One who could be connected with that 
event. We’ll process that story in a number of ways: we’ll hear the tale of La Befana, an 
excellent housekeeper who offered 
hospitality to the Wise Men… but who 
made a mistake that haunted her for the 
rest of her life; we’ll share in the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, we’ll get 
instructions as to how to “chalk our 
doors” for 2019; and we’ll sing the 
Christmas carols one last time. It will be a 
fine day to be in worship, to be sure. 
 

And yet, I’m a little worried about that 
day as well. 
 

You see, if our only conversation around 
wandering seekers and folk who are stuck 
for someplace to spend the night centers 
around renditions of “We Three Kings of Orient Are” then we are missing something pretty 
important, and our discipleship is incomplete. 
 

The scripture is clear: as a result of the visit of the Wise Men, Joseph, Mary, and Jesus 
became refugees. After the Magi departed, Joseph got wind of a violent band of killers 
heading for their town, and he and the family fled. It was, in one sense, a complicated 
situation: Rome had declared the trade routes in the Middle East to be vital to their national 
security, and so the inhabitants of Palestine lived with occupation troops and the rulership of 
a puppet regime that included both Roman and local governors. When Herod sensed a threat 
to his/Rome’s power, he dispatched his thugs to murder every male child in Bethlehem. Who 
killed those babies? Rome? Herod? “Politics”? You see? It’s complicated. 
 

And yet to Joseph and Mary, it was not complicated at all. It was scary, and it was horrific, 
but it was not complicated. RUN! Or suffer death. And so they ran. And Jesus lived. And so 
do we. Since before there was a “church”, God’s people have been aware of refugees.  
 

In January, we plan to enter into a partnership with the Alliance for Refugee Youth Support 
and Education (a.k.a. ARYSE), a program sponsored by the Jewish Family and Community 
Services and the Islamic Center of Pittsburgh, to help address some of the specific needs of 
children who have suffered this kind of trauma. On Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, we 
anticipate welcoming participants in an after school program that will help the children of 
immigrants and refugees gain the skills they need to succeed academically and socially in this 
place where they’ve found themselves. It will be concurrent with our own After School 
program, and we hope that we’ll be able to grow together. 
 

I hope that you’ll be here on January 6 as we remember that any work we do with children 
(and anyone else for that matter) must come as a response to a Call that has been issued by 
God. The ancient Wise Men saw a star. We have met the Christ. And, hopefully, that makes a 
difference in the way we treat each other and our neighbors.  
 

I’ll look for you in worship! 
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Session 

January 16th  
5:45 pm Dinner 

6:00 pm Study 

7:00 pm Meeting 

Steering 

Committee 

January 3rd  

6:30 pm  

Deacons 

January 14th 

7:00 pm  

Preschool Board 

January 8th  

7:30 pm 

News Meetings 

Ladies’ Bible Study 

 

All ladies are invited to please join us on Tuesdays 
beginning January 8 as we continue our video study 
"Unshakable Hope".  Each lesson is independent, so 
don't worry if you haven't come before.  You are 
welcome any Tuesday at 10:00 in Fellowship Hall 
for coffee, tea and conversation.  Bring a friend! 

Leadership Retreat 
January 25 6:30-8:30 pm and  
January 26 8:30 am-3:30 pm 

 

All Elders, Deacons, and Committee leaders are 
invited to attend our Annual Leadership Retreat. 
On Friday, January 25, from 6:30 pm-8:30 pm, 
and again on Saturday, January 26, from 8:30 am-

3:30 pm, we will gather in Fellowship Hall for 
Worship, meals, fellowship, and to consider where 
God is calling us in 2019.  

Annual Reports 
 

All Committee Heads should plan to submit their 
Annual Reports to the Office no later than 
Thursday, January 31, in preparation for the 
February Annual Meeting. 

Advent Un-Decorating 

 

Immediately following Worship on January 6, we 
will take down the Christmas decorations in the 
Sanctuary. Many hands make light work! Please 
consider staying to help. 

New Elders and Deacons 
 

We welcome Dani Anderson, Gabe Kish, and 
Jonathan Walker as Elders, and Joann Mikula as a 
Deacon. Thank you also to Deacons who are 
staying on for another term: Matt Adler and Erin 
Butti. 
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Preschool 
We were busy elves 

during the month of 

December!  

We painted pictures, 

stamped handprints,  

made gingerbread men 

and wrapped presents!  

We made surprise gifts  

for our families and sang 

songs too. On December 

19, our families came to 

hear us sing and we 

shared treats and 

activities. 

We loved hearing and 

retelling the Christmas 

story and dressing in the 

costumes!  
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Open Door The  
Thank you to everyone for another amazing year of 
programming. Most recently, our Christmas party 
was well attended by youth and parents alike! It was 
an incredible way to end the year. We would not be 
able to have these programs if it were not for the 
help of volunteers. The Open Door would like to 
send out a huge thank you to everyone, and there are 
so, so many of you, who help us create opportunities 
for the children and youth in our communities.  
 

Our programs start back up in the second week of 
January. January 7th will be the return of After 
School, January 8th will be the return of Youth Group 
and January 11th will be the return of Friday Night 
Rec. Stay tuned to The Open Door for some of our 

new programs that will be starting up early in 2019. 
We hope to see everyone in the new year! 

KIDS OF STEEL PARENT 
INFORMATION & SIGN UP NIGHT 

 

Thursday, January 10 @ 5:30 pm  
Fellowship Hall 
Parents! Come on out and bring the kids from 1st 
grade - 5th grade to sign up night for Kids of Steel 
Program! Kids will learn about the fundamentals of 
running, exercise, and healthy eating 
habits. Program will run Wednesdays from 6:30 - 
7:30 at the Open Door. 
PROGRAM BEGINS 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16 

 

Any questions please contact Michele Kish 412-

922-1950 or moocow1203@yahoo.com or Jessica 
Simcox @ 412-417-3732 or jsimcox5@gmail.com  
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Texas Mission 2019 

 

As Christians we are called to be aware of and sympathetic to the plight of those who seek 
asylum in a new country because of war and turmoil in their own. At the border of the 
United States and Mexico such a humanitarian crisis exists right now. This year, the 
Deacons are facilitating an opportunity to help these folks with some much needed hygiene 
kits. These can be put together inexpensively as per the list and instructions below. We are 
asking CHUP family and friends to put together as many as they feel comfortable with and 
drop them off at the church when completed. Then, we will take them with us when we go to 
Texas in February. As most of you know, for the last 10 years, the CHUP Adult Mission 
team has been traveling to the Rio Grande Valley area of Texas to help disadvantaged 
families with home rehabilitation and construction. Contact Gabe Kish with questions. 
Thank you all so much for your consideration.  
 

What do I do? 

 

STEP 1: Decide how many kits you will assemble. 
 

STEP 2: Purchase the following items for each kit: 
 

A clean, new quart-size Ziploc bag 

A bar of soap (soap is preferred to detergent bars) 
A clean, new washcloth 

A toothbrush 

A small tube of toothpaste 

2-3 Band-Aids 

 

STEP 3: Put all of these items into the Ziploc bag.  
 

STEP 4: Bring the bags to CHUP during January.  

Thank You 

 

As we enter 2019, we will do so with a slightly 
revamped church staff.  Parish Associate Pastor Bill 
Gracey, fresh from a series of medical treatments, will 
be taking a leave of absence from his position here at 
CHUP.  He and Shelby are eager to experience some 
aspects of retirement that are not necessarily congruent 
with the week in, week out responsibilities of his 
position here, and this is a way to free up some more 
of his time and best energy for that.  He will continue 
to be “in the loop” in all kinds of ways, and we’ll look 
forward to seeing what happens next.  We are grateful 
to Bill for his years of service to this date and wish 
them both well as this part of the adventure begins.  
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January Birthdays 

Prayers, Joys & Concerns 
Prayer Concerns 

 

Members: Schrenker Family, John Fullwood, Ray 
Schaffer, Alice Schnelbach, Tina Dame, Ed Kososki,  

Maryanne  Richardson, Cheryl Reed, Joey 
Szumigalski & family, Justin & Eric Barth, Joe 

Connor, the homebound, and those in caring facilities.  
 

Friends & Relatives: Dan Barry, John Schneider, 
Bill Gracey, Ellie Musolino, Lisa & Nicholas 

Daugherty, Lorraine Barth, Eadie Children, Betty 
Hartlep, Krieger Family, Mark Mattern, Elijah Todd. 

Articles for the February Runner are due by Sunday, January 20. 

2nd
 Daniel Miller 

 Kathy Speirs 

3rd  Mary Stacy 

4th
 Kate Lyden 

6th  Terri Dorman 

 Megan Veltman 

8th  Cathy Hartzell  

10th  Lauren Pearson 

12th
 Janet Sbraccia 

14th
 David Barnes 

16th
 Matt Markus 

17th  Marshall Dix 

18th  Mary Beth Barnes 

23rd  Amy Durkin 

26th
 Isabella Lane 

29th  Aubrey Slotten 

 Toni Lynn Russell 
30th  William Schneider Jr. 
31st

 Ron Gielarowski 
 Ruth Price  

Welcome to our New 
Members 

 

Kayla Altadonna (affiliate) 
Terri Blachek 

Sarah Claassen 

Brian Donovan 

Aaron Kass 

Eva Neszpaul 
Rayna Neszpaul 

Elizabeth Shrader 
Mary Stacy 

Nicole Zeller 

Dave’s 25th 

 

Many, many thanks to all who participated in the 
planning for and carrying out of the 25th anniversary 
celebration of my pastorate here at Crafton Heights. It 
was a great joy, and reflective of so many wonderful 
experiences that we have shared in the past quarter 
century. I’m amazed at the fact that you all were able 
to pull this off as a surprise – even though it meant a 
“double feature” at worship that morning! Sharon and 
I are deeply grateful for the ways that our journeys 
have wound together so tightly over the years. 
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