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Czesław Miłosz was a poet, author, diplomat, and translator who was born to Polish parents 
in Lithuania in 1911. He grew into adulthood first under the shadow of Hitler’s Germany and 
then living behind the Iron Curtain in Soviet-occupied Europe. He was raised in the Catholic 
tradition, and then left that for what he called a “scientific, atheistic position mostly". Later 
in life, he returned to Christianity. He was no stranger to doubt and the struggle to believe in 
what one cannot see. 
 

He was able to flee the oppression of the communist regime in 1960 and became a US 
citizen, teaching in California and writing in California and in Michigan. When the Iron 
Curtain fell, he was able to re-establish ties with his homeland and spent a great deal of time 
in Poland, where his books had been previously banned. 
 

The Day of Pentecost is that day in the church year above all others when we celebrate the 
fact that God is not preferential to any particular language or people, but rather longs to 
know and be known throughout the earth. This year, we’ll celebrate Pentecost on May 20, 
and in preparation for that I’d like to share with you one of Milosz’ poems that speaks 
powerfully to me. 

Veni Creator 

Come, Holy Spirit, 
bending or not bending the grasses, 

appearing or not above our heads in a tongue of flame, 
at hay harvest or when they plough in the orchards or when snow 

covers crippled firs in the Sierra Nevada. 
I am only a man: I need visible signs. 

I tire easily, building the stairway of abstraction. 
Many a time I asked, you know it well, that the statue in church 

lifts its hand, only once, just once, for me. 
But I understand that signs must be human, 
therefore call one man, anywhere on earth, 
not me—after all I have some decency— 

and allow me, when I look at him, to marvel at you. 
 

On Pentecost we celebrate the nearness of God and the power of the Spirit – made plain in 
miraculous ways. And, if we’re honest, we may confess that we’d sure appreciate the 
opportunity to see some spiritual fireworks with our own eyes some day.  In this work, 
Milosz asks God to send him one human being who will, through that one’s simple faith and 
decency, provide a gateway to the presence of God. Maybe that request resonates with you.  
I know it does for me. And yet, as I read and re-read this work, I am struck by the call that 
we have received from God to go into the world each day and be that one in whose life the 
Creator is revealed. As May begins, I offer you this poem, and invite you to meditate and 
pray on it in the hopes that your life will be the one through which God answers the prayer of 
your neighbor.   
 

We will worship on Pentecost, May 20, at our regular 11:00 service. In so doing, we’ll share 
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper and I would encourage all to come to worship wearing 
red, the traditional color for the day. I’ll look for you in worship!  
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May Calendar 
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Meetings & NewsMeetings & NewsMeetings & NewsMeetings & News    
Session 

May 16th 

5:45 pm Dinner  

and Discussion 

7:00 pm Meeting 

Deacons 

May 14th 

7:00 pm 

Preschool Board 

May 1st  

7:30 pm 

Steering  

Committee 

May 10th  

6:30 pm 

Presbytery Meeting 

@ Glenshaw 

May 3rd  

4:00 pm 

Save the Dates 
Church Picnic  

July 8 

All Church Retreat 
September 21-23 

Spring Cleaning  
May 9 from 1-4 and May 19 from 

8:30- 12:30 

We need a few groups of people to help 
freshen up the inside and outside of our 

buildings. Volunteers are needed to touch up paint, throw 
away junk, clean the kitchen, organize the storerooms, 
and spread mulch. You can make a difference. Dani and 

Cheri appreciate your help! 

Women’s Retreat at Crestfield 

Seven women from CHUP and 60 others from the 
surrounding Pittsburgh area enjoyed a sunny weekend of 
praise while exploring GRACE ALIVE. Our speaker Jane 
shared many stories of God’s grace working in our lives. 
Reuniting with old friends and enjoying the fellowship of 
new sisters is refreshing for the mind, body and faith 
journey. We were pampered with a wonderful sit down 
dinner, with “mock-tails” and a chocolate fountain. Marla 
and the staff made sure we were all cared for on this 

beautiful weekend.  
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More photos and 
details about this 
trip can be found 
on Pastor Dave’s 

blog: 
www.castyournet.
wordpress.com 
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Open Door News 
 

Thanks to all who helped with, participated in, and donated toward the 2018 Baked Potato 
Luncheon! We received more than $1,600 toward the Youth Group’s mission trip to the 
Seneca Nation in August.  

Important Open Door Dates 
5/4 Last Friday Night Rec 
5/5  Kids of Steel Race 
5/6  Open Door  Runs in Marathon 

5/10  Last day for After School 
5/11  Summer Camp Sign up Night 
6/3 Youth Group Picnic 

Mission Trip to Malawi 

Since 1991, the congregations of Pittsburgh Presbytery (Presbyterian Church USA) have been 
linked in missional partnership with the Synod of Blantyre (Church of Central Africa: 
Presbyterian) in a partnership that combines the twinning of congregations, the exchange of 
visitors, mutual support and prayer, and other ventures.  In 2013, that partnership took an historic 
turn with the inclusion of the South Sudan Presbyterian Evangelical Church (SSPEC).  

It’s been five years since that covenant of Tripartite agreement was signed, and so this year, they 
convened a meeting of partners to reflect on where they have been, see what is working, and look 
ahead at where there might be fruit to be gained in this shared venture. 

Lauren Mack, who is currently in Malawi teaching at the St. Andrew’s Mission Secondary School, 
joined Pastor Dave and the Rev. Brian Snyder in helping to strengthen the connections within the 
partnership. You can read about their experience in Pastor Dave’s blog: 
www.castyournet.wordpress.com, and you can find out more about the International Partnership by 
visiting their website: www.pghpip.org 

The Open Door extends a special thank you 
to all those who donated toward the Youth 
Group’s 2018 famine relief fundraiser. We 
collected $2,500 toward relief efforts for 
our friends and partners in Africa. Pastor 
Dave delivered the donation in person 
during his recent trip. Thanks to your 
generosity, the young people were able to 
help our partners purchase a significant 
amount of food to distribute to those in 
need. Thank you! 

Cross-Trainers Registration 

Where: Open Door  
When: Friday, May 11 6:00-8:00 pm 

Note: There is no Friday Night Rec on this date.  
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Crafton Heights Community Preschool 

PUTT PUTT PUTT PUTT 4444        PRESCHOOLPRESCHOOLPRESCHOOLPRESCHOOL    
 

Join us  May 20th  2-5 pm for a Mini Golf                 
Fundraiser at Scally’s in Moon Twp.                                         

All proceeds benefit Crafton Heights Community Preschool. 
 

Tickets include Mini Golf or Par 3 and a picnic style dinner 
with BBQ pork sandwiches, hotdogs, assorted side salads 
and cold drinks. Numerous assorted Gift Baskets will be 

available for raffle. 
                                                           

    This family event is for all ages and skills. Please join us for a fun filled day 
playing golf while supporting an important ministry in Crafton Heights. If you want 

to make a difference in a child’s life, please come out and show your support!  
 

Tickets ages 3-adults $10 or Family of 4 $35 in advance  
at the door $13  

Please See Linda Piper, Erlina Mae Adler or Cheri Mack for tickets or to become a 
tee sponsor! 

We are excited for the children as another 

preschool year comes to an end. We have helped 

them develop socially, nurturing friendships and 

communication skills; we’ve watched them grow 

physically, gaining large motor skills and 

strengthening fine motor skills. We’ve set them 

on a path for the love of learning & trying new 

activities with a sense of perseverance.  

Please join us for 

our preschool 

graduation on May 

16 at 9:45 am. We’ll 

have a photo 

presentation, songs 

and refreshments.  
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Prayer Concerns 
 

Members: Alice Schnelbach, Parris Family, Don & Clare 
Weaver, Deb Jacob, Tina Dame, Ed Kososki, Dolly Bock, 
Maryanne  Richardson, Cheryl Reed, Joey Szumigalski & 
family, Justin & Eric Barth, Lauren Mack, Joe Connor, the 

homebound and those in caring facilities.  
 

Friends & Relatives: Bill Renkema, Frieda Jones, Ellie 
Musolino, Ross Family, Rita Imhoff, Lisa & Nicholas 

Daugherty, Lorraine Barth, Duane Eagan, Eadie Children, 
Gary Rivit, Betty Hartlep, Krieger family, Mark Mattern, 

Elijah Todd, Harold Garrison. 

Prayers, Concerns and Joys 
May Birthdays 

4th  Jacob Lane 
 Dennis Lane 
6th Brian Donovan 

7th  Mason Jameson 

8th Jared Fuhs 
 Brittany Mankie 
 Maryanne Richardson 

 Marla Barrett 
9th Tara Reed Julian 

11th  Mikayla Walker 
12th Erlina Mae Adler 
13th  Raymond Schaffer 
15th Lil McConnell 
18th Rachael Sam 

21st  Brandon Austin 

Trevin Powell 
23rd Becky Kelly 
26th  Christina Dame 
27th  Callan Schrenker 
28th  Tranter Butti 
29th Stephanie Miller 

Articles for the June Runner are due by Sunday, May 20. 

Address Correction 

 

The Frick Family 

340 Malden Rd 

Coal Center, PA 15423 

Sympathy  
 

To Kathy Speirs, Elaine 
Stanton, and all the Parris 
Family, on the death of  

Jerry Parris. 

Do you have prayer needs?  
Send your joys and concerns to prayer@chup.org and 
everyone on our email prayer chain will be notified.  
If you would like to receive prayer notifications,  

there are three ways to sign up.  
Visit www.chup.org,  
Email chup@chup.org,  

or Call the church office 412-921-6153.  

A sunset over Lake Malawi 
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