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 Perhaps you are aware of this – or perhaps you’ve never considered it… but each week, we 
are charged with the task of recording our official attendance. Someone, usually named 
Glenn or Ray, stands in the back and counts the number of people in the sanctuary during 
the first hymn. About five minutes later, the count is retaken. And finally, after the prayer 
of confession, the “final” count is made to include… well, you know who you are… 

 

At any rate, we use the official attendance figures to help us plan programs, make decisions 
about church life, and so on. Each month, the Session reviews the attendance figures and 
looks for trends. Last year, for instance, the average attendance at worship throughout the 
year was 119. 
 

At the May meeting of Session, we took a look at that month’s numbers and realized that 
they were significantly lower than those of the previous month. “Oh no!” someone said.  
“What is happening?” 
 

We threw around a number of ideas until someone pointed out what should have been 
glaringly obvious to a room full of church leaders: Easter was on April 1. Of COURSE that 
month would have a “bump”, because everyone comes to church on Easter. 
 

This led elder Ed Schrenker to come up with an innovative way to increase our attendance. 
He said, “Can we pass a rule that makes every week Easter Sunday?” 
 

The bad news (for the counters) is that we can’t do that. The good news (for all of us) is that 
we don’t need to do that. Every Sunday is a reflection of the Good News of the resurrection 
of Christ from the dead. In fact, God’s people historically worshiped on the seventh day of 
the week (Saturday). This follows the pattern in Genesis, where the Lord worked for six 
days and then rested on one; it was put into the scriptural narrative in many places (Exodus 
20, Deuteronomy 5, Leviticus 16, to name a few) – the Sabbath is the seventh day, and that 
is the day that is acceptable for worship… 

 

… Until the resurrection of Jesus occurred on the first day of the week. That changed 
everything! When Jesus, the “second Adam”, completed that which the first Adam had been 
unable to accomplish, that resulted in a shift so great that the church determined that under 
this new covenant, the Christian Sabbath would shift to reflect the day of resurrection. The 
first day is called “The Lord’s Day” (Rev. 1:10), and it is the day on which the Holy Spirit 
came upon the believers (Acts 2).  Just as on the first day of creation God made light and 
separated it from the darkness, we gather on the first day of the week to celebrate the light 
of the gospel in Jesus Christ, who has separated us from the world of the darkness of sin. 
 

In the weeks and months to come, my prayer is that your gratitude for the resurrection and 
your hope for the reconciliation that comes through the new life in Jesus will only grow 
stronger. I can pretty much bet that if you show up for worship this week, there won’t be 
any lilies and there probably won’t be a special choir; the men won’t have fixed breakfast 
for you and not many people will be wearing their new bonnets. But that doesn’t mean it’s 
not Easter. Each week is Easter.   
 

I’ll look for you this Easter! 
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June Calendar 
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Meetings & NewsMeetings & NewsMeetings & NewsMeetings & News    
Session 

June 27th 

7:00 pm 

Deacons 

June 11th 

7:00 pm 

Preschool Board 

June 5th  

7:30 pm 

Steering  

Committee 

June 7th  

6:30 pm 

Congregational 

Life 

June 13th  

6:30 pm 

Save the Dates 
Church Picnic  

July 8 

All Church Retreat 
September 21-23 

Blood Drive 
The next Blood Drive is  

Sunday, June 10, from 8:00 - 1:00  
in Fellowship Hall. If you would like to make your life 

saving appointment, please contact the CHUP Blood Drive 
Coordinators Gabe & Michele Kish at  

412-922-1950. Thank you.  

New Publication 

Pastor Dave has learned that that one of his sermons,  
“I Can Do That”, has been selected for publication in 
Blessed Art Thou Among Women: Southwest 

Pennsylvania Preaches on Mary, Mother of Jesus 
published by Christian Associates of Southwestern 
Pennsylvania. This is a "Mothers' Day" sermon that 
emphasizes our responsibility to be attentive to the call 
from God that is in each of our lives, and to be willing to 
believe that God desires to show up in the difficult and 
messy places of our own lives. The book is available for a 

free download at this site: http://www.casp.org/
sermons. This work features 21 sermons from 19 
religious leaders in our community (including 4 

Presbyterians). Should anyone desire a hard copy, they 
are available for $12 (+$3 shipping) from Christian 

Associates at 412-688-9070. 

Summer Worship Schedule 
Beginning June 3, Worship will begin at 10:00 
am. There are no Faithbuilders classes during the 

summer months. 
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Congratulations to our Graduates!   
 

These young people have been connected with our ministries over 
the years, and we celebrate their achievements. 

McKenna Battista will graduate from 
City High this month. 
 

Corie Bres graduated from Robert Morris 
with a major in English and a minor in 
Journalism. She anticipates law school and 
marriage in the year ahead. 
 

Lindsay Frick will graduate from PA Cyber 
School and plans to attend Douglas 
Education Center in October for a program 
in cosmetology. 
 

Sean Imler will graduate from City High 
and plans to attend Slippery Rock 
University in the Fall. 
Tyler Piper has received a B.S. in 

Chemistry from 
Geneva College. 
He plans to find a 
job in an analytical 
lab setting. 
 

 

Tommy White will 
graduate from 
Brashear High 
School and anticipates studying the culinary 
arts at CCAC. 
 

Congratulations to all our graduates! If we 
have omitted anyone, please call the church 
office 412-921-6153 and let us know! 

July 8 

2-6 pm 

Cra�on Park BIG Pavilion 

ChurchChurchChurchChurch    

PicnicPicnicPicnicPicnic    

Join us for a fun a�ernoon! We’ll provide the chicken and drinks, fun 

and games. You may bring a side dish, dessert, or snack to share.  
 

Please RSVP to a Congrega+onal Life Commi-ee member so we know 

how much chicken to purchase: Joann Mikula, Gabe Kish, Cheri Mack, 

Ray Schaffer, or Barb Prevost. 
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May was another busy month for the preschool. The weather was nice and we were able 

to get outside to use the parachute, paint with brushes and water on the sidewalks, 

have races with the big trucks and enjoy the sun. 

We had a wonderful end of year celebration, the children loved singing “Dino March”  

“Tooty Ta” and “See you later Alligator” . The children and families enjoyed seeing 

themselves and their friends on the big screen as we looked back at some of the 

highlights of our busy year with a photo presentation.  

Many families came out to our Putt 4 Preschool event at Scally’s. We enjoyed the warm 

laughter, good food and a great time as we “putted” our way around the colorful course. 

Thanks to all the supporters and volunteers that helped make this event successful. 

Preschool News 
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Cross Trainers 
 

Cross-Trainers registration filled up in one record-

breaking weekend! Registration was on Friday, May 11, 
and we had all 60 spots filled by Monday.  

Camp will take place from June 18-July 27 this year, 
Monday-Friday 8:30 am-12:30 pm. There will be no camp 

on the Fourth of July. 

 The Open Door 

A Wonderful Program Year! 
 

We had a transformational year in After School, and 
ended Rec with nearly 170 registered participants. The 
Youth Group learned a great deal about social justice this 
school year, and will be embarking on their trip to the 

Seneca Nation August 5-11.  

Important Dates 
 

June 3 Youth Group Picnic 
June 18 Cross Trainers Begins 
July 4 No Cross Trainers 
July 27 Cross Trainers Ends 

August 5-11 Youth Group Mission Trip 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

Members: Eleanor Arlet, Darcy Prevost, Florence Hall, 
Alice Schnelbach, Parris Family, Don & Clare Weaver, 
Deb Jacob, Tina Dame, Ed Kososki, Dolly Bock, 

Maryanne  Richardson, Cheryl Reed, Joey Szumigalski & 
family, Justin & Eric Barth, Lauren Mack, Joe Connor, the 

homebound and those in caring facilities.  
 

Friends & Relatives: Bill Renkema, Frieda Jones, Ellie 
Musolino, Lisa & Nicholas Daugherty, Lorraine Barth, 
Duane Eagan, Eadie Children, Betty Hartlep, Krieger 
family, Mark Mattern, Elijah Todd, Harold Garrison. 

Prayers, Concerns and Joys 
June Birthdays 

1st  Tracy Eagan 

2nd  Evan Walker 
7th Jimmy Fuhs 
8th  Virginia Czopek 

11th Sharon Carver 
12th  John Fullwood 

15th Charmaine Kososki 
16th Miriam Bode 
17th  Samantha Eadie 
19th Vivian Ciechanowski 
21st Jason Dix 

22nd Dave Carver 
 Amiya Dreyer 
25th  Richard Yelley 

27th Linda Piper 
28th Carl Martelli 
 Mike Keib 

29th  Stel Lightell 
30th Don Prevost 

Articles for the July Runner are due by Sunday, June 17. 

Do you have prayer needs?  
Send your joys and concerns to prayer@chup.org and 
everyone on our email prayer chain will be notified.  
If you would like to receive prayer notifications,  

there are three ways to sign up.  
Visit www.chup.org,  
Email chup@chup.org,  

or Call the church office 412-921-6153.  

Sympathy 

To the family of  
Gary Rivit, who passed 

away in May. 

Congratulations 
To the family of  

Olive June Donovan, 
who was born on  

May 16. 

New Addresses 
 

Virginia Jones   Peter Veltman 

Vanadium Woods   25 E Crafton Ave Apt 412 

50 Vanadium Rd Unit 303  Pittsburgh, PA 15205 

Bridgeville, PA 15017 

Did you know? 

You can view the Runner in full color on our website. 
Back issues too! Visit www.chup.org to find newsletters, 

sermons, prayer concerns, announcements, and 
information on our many ministries. 
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the summer 
months. 


