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The  

For more than 30 years now, I’ve been a boater. My 
current craft, the “Visitation”, is almost twenty years 
old. One of the tasks that the summer has held for me is 
replacing some of the fabric on the boat – in particular, 
the cover and the carpeting. The designers of the boat 
were ingenious in that the carpet for this particular 
model snaps in and out. So when we’re swimming, we 
put it in and reduce slipping; when I’m fishing, I remove 
it so it doesn’t catch any fish stink. It is a wonderful 
system… until you have to find a replacement. Google 
“boat carpet replacement” and there are more than a 
million ideas. However, when you’re looking for 
replacement carpet for a particular manufacturer and a 
specific model, where all the snaps have to be in exactly 
the right place, well, let’s just say that the list is shorter. 
Let’s say it’s a LOT shorter. 
 

I’m thinking about that as we begin our September 
together because it seems to me that this experience is 

teaching me something about my life and my faith. There are plenty of times in my life 
where I am looking to exactly replicate an experience from decades ago. I hold onto ideas 
and notions for so long, and I expect that the world cannot change them.  When I find a 
restaurant I like, I’m offended when they change menus. When I visit a different church, 
I’m appalled at the way that those people do things. And sometimes when I sit in my study 
and think, I’m confused when a new idea pops up. 
 

It’s like the snaps are not in the right places. How can I possibly adopt this new behavior or 
accept this different practice when it’s never been a part of my life before? That would be 
as foolish as trying to buy carpeting for an 18 foot boat and assuming it’ll fit right in to my 
20 footer.   
 

Except there is this: my boat is made of a single piece of fiberglass. In the eighteen years 
since it was formed, there has not been a single change in its nature or shape. None of the 
snaps are moving. There is only one right way. “As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be…” 
 

And yet my life is, and ought to be, flexible. My heart must be permeable – that is to say, it 
must be receptive to new ideas or expressions of God’s presence and activity in the world.  
It is a sometimes-distressing fact that thoughts and ideas and practices that fit me perfectly 
twenty years ago do not resonate so clearly these days. “Behold,” says the prophet, “I am 
doing a new thing. Do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43). 
 

September is a great time to try on something new, and to give up looking for the snap on 
faith that fits a life and world that does not ever change or grow. Join the family of faith for 
the All Church Retreat. Try out a new Faithbuilders Bible Study. Join the choir, offer to 
host an African visitor, or volunteer at the Open Door. Look for ways to align your heart 
and mind with what God is doing in the world right now! And of course, bring that heart 
and mind to worship (starting at 11 in September)! I’ll be looking for you!   
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Session 

September 19th  
Dinner 5:45 pm 

Book Study 6:00 pm 

Meeting 7:00 pm 

Steering 

Committee 

September 6th  

6:30 pm  

Deacons 

September 10th 

7:00 pm  

Preschool Board 

September 11th 

7:30 pm 

News Meetings 

Blood Drive 
 

The next Blood Drive will be on Sunday, 
September 9, from 8:00 am—1:00 pm. To make 
your life-saving appointment, please contact 
Gabe or Michele Kish 412-921-1950 or email 
chupblooddrives@gmail.com.  

Choir Rehearsals 
 

The choir will begin preparing for Advent and 
Christmas on Saturday, September 29, at 10:00 
am. Please speak with PJ Winters 412-735-6663 
if you are interested in participating or would 
like more information. 

Tuesday Group 

 

Attention all ladies – Please join us Tuesday, 
September 11 at 10:00 am as we begin a new 
bible study, using a video series by Max 
Lucado,  “Anxious for Nothing.” Please arrive 
early for coffee and pastries. Feel free to invite 
a friend – or two – all ladies are welcome! 

Exercise 
 

It’s time to get back in shape before the next 
holiday season. Join us for a step aerobics class 
every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, at 9:00 
am. This class is not difficult, but it is fun! The 
curriculum of fast walking indoors will get your 
blood flowing! For more information, please 
contact Fay Reynolds 412-921-7341, or  Tim 
Prepelka at 412-458-1175. 
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News 
Nominating Committee 

 

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are different kinds of 
service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone 
it is the same God at work.  -1 Corinthians 12:4-6 

 

The Nominating Committee is hard at work nominating a slate of officers for election by the 
congregation for 2019. This month our focus is on Elders. The Session meets monthly on the 3rd 
Wednesday. They gather to have a meal together and worship before their business meeting. Each 
Elder will be part of one team – Stewardship; Mission or Spiritual Formation. The Presbyterian 
Book of Order states:   

 

Ruling Elders are chosen by the congregation to discern and measure its fidelity to the 
word of God, and to strengthen and nurture its faith and life. Together with the pastor, 
they exercise leadership, government, spiritual discernment, and have responsibilities 
for the life of a congregation as well as the larger church. 

 

Do you know someone who would make a good Elder? Suggestions are welcome to the 
Nominating Committee: Barb Prevost, Dani Anderson, Erin Butti, Cheri Mack, & Mollie Sam.  

We ask that you would thoughtfully and prayerfully consider serving if asked.   

Faith Builders: Conference Room Adult Class 
 

Adults are welcome to join Sharon Carver, Kate Lyden, & Peter Veltman Sundays at 9:30 am in 
the conference room for Bible Study. Our first unit will be “Practical Faith” from the book of 
James. Here’s a preview of the topics, texts, and central questions for each week. 
 

September 2: Endure Temptation (James 1)  
How can I overcome those experiences that test my faith? 
 

September 9: Faith & Works (James 2) 
How do my actions demonstrate faith? 
 

September 16: Words of Wisdom (James 3) 
How does wisdom shape my speech and my life? 
 

September 23: All Church Retreat Weekend / No 
FaithBuilders Class 
 

September 30: Faithful Conflict (James 4) 
How can I live out my faith in the midst of conflict? 
 

October 7: Rich & Poor (James 5) 
What does my attitude toward wealth say about my faith? 
 

Our discussion will benefit from diverse perspectives, so please consider joining us for a study of 
scripture designed to renew, strengthen and challenge our faith. 

Practical Faith from 

 

the book of  

James 
 

Sundays  
9:30 am 

Conference  
Room 
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Mission 

Do you have room in your home—and life— for a visitor from Africa? 

 

From October 12 – 23, Pittsburgh Presbytery will be hosting approximately 25 English-

speaking visitors from Malawi and South Sudan. These men and women will be housed in 
homes just like yours across Allegheny County, and we’d like to open up the Crafton 
Heights experience to several. There will be two hosting periods: the first runs from the 
morning of October 12 until the morning of October 18, while the second will last from the 
evening of October 20 until the morning of October 23. Note that the first, longer, period 
could be split in half if that works better for your household. 
 

Hosts are expected to offer guests a private bedroom and most meals. Moreover, hosts have 
the opportunity to share something of our daily lives with our African visitors – take them 
to school, arrange for them to accompany the pastors on a visit to a hospital, bring them 
along to a committee meeting, and include them in social gatherings. If you are not in a 
position to extend overnight hospitality but welcome the chance to host a meal, offer a ride, 
etc., such an offering is appreciated. Anyone who has been to Malawi has found the 
inclusion in simple and ordinary tasks to be very informative and refreshing. 
 

If you’ve been in church this summer, you’ve heard Carly Barnes, Gabe Kish, and Erin 
Butti speak about the ways that hosting or being hosted has impacted their lives. If you’d 
like to know more about hosting, or would like to volunteer, please speak with Dave or 
Sharon Carver or Gabe Kish today! 

From Lauren Mack 

 

The past month has been bitter sweet. As our yearlong 
assignment in Malawi came to a close, we shared songs, 
snacks, gifts, and tearful “see-you-laters” with our friends. 
We encouraged the students and teachers to continue to 
represent Christ and work hard. We shook hands, told 
inside jokes, and prayed together.  
 

I am happy to share that Edith and Menes Makuluni are 
well. Their daughter Rexa has started a new job working in 
tourism in the capital City, Lilongwe. Menes is continuing 
construction on his lodge and when it is complete he said it will enable him to be able to retire. 
Rose has moved out of Ntaja but continues to participate in church activities and enjoys visiting 
with Mbenjere's Mvano group. 
 

When the plane took off from Malawi I knew that my heart was fuller then it was when I arrived 
in Malawi a year ago. I have left a piece of myself behind and I know that I will return home 
someday! Thank you for your support over this past year. I would love to share stories with 
anyone who wishes to hear more about this past year. Lmack@alumni.warren-wilson.edu  
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The Preschool staff is excited to “Blast Off” into another great 
year! Teachers Cheri Mack, Erin Jameson, Kristen McHugh, 
& Amanda Hughes are eager to meet our new students and 
welcome back returning children.  
 

The teachers have been busy at school planning themes and 
activities, cleaning and organizing toys, and getting the rooms 
ready for the first days of school. We also had some additional 
training and professional development instruction on 
developmentally appropriate practices, lesson planning, and a 
basic first aid refresher course.  
 

We have a couple fun dates planned for the families even 
before the school year begins! A “Meet & Greet” on Friday 
August 24 at the Oakwood Park is a fun time for students and 
parents to meet with other families, play with friends, and talk 
with teachers before our official start dates. Tuesday, August 
28, is the Parent Orientation meeting. This is an opportunity 
for parents to learn first hand about the upcoming year, such 
as policies and events planned. August 29 is a chance for new 
students to visit the classrooms, play, build puzzles, meet new 
friends, and see their teachers one more time before classes 
begin in September.  
 

We ask for your continued support and prayers as we move 
forward through this new school year. 

Preschool 

Our theme for 
September is Outer 
Space! We will 
learn about the 
stars, the moon, and 
astronauts. 

Hoagie sales will 
begin in October! 
Be sure to check 
out the October 
Runner for more 
information. 
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Open Door 

The  

This year, the Youth Group journeyed to an Indian 
reservation in Seneca, New York after such an 
impactful trip to Cherokee, North Carolina last 
summer. We built a wheelchair ramp and worked on 
demolishing and rehabilitating one of the back rooms 
in the historic Wright Memorial Church. Above all, we 
exposed ourselves to and learned about a culture 
different from our own, which pointed us to universal 
truths about who we are and Who created us. We even 
squeezed in a visit to Niagara Falls. It was an 
incredible trip full of kindness and laughs that will be 
remembered for many years to come! 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

Members: Gabe Kish, Imhoff Family,  Eleanor Arlet, 
Darcy Prevost, Florence Hall, Alice Schnelbach, 
Parris Family, Tina Dame, Ed Kososki, Dolly Bock, 

Maryanne  Richardson, Cheryl Reed, Joey 
Szumigalski & family, Justin & Eric Barth, Joe 

Connor, the homebound, and those in caring facilities.  
 

Friends & Relatives: Musko Family, Bill Renkema, 
Frieda Jones, Ellie Musolino, Lisa & Nicholas 
Daugherty, Ross Family, Lorraine Barth, Duane 
Eagan, Eadie Children, Betty Hartlep, Krieger 

Family, Mark Mattern, Elijah Todd, Harold Garrison. 

September Birthdays 

Articles for the October Runner are due by Sunday, September 16. 

Prayers, Joys & Concerns 

To the CHUP Family, 
 

We are grateful for your care and compassion during 
our time of mourning after my father’s sudden death. 
Your texts, emails, cards, and responses to Dave’s 
Facebook posts were a blessing to us. Those of you 
who knew Gene McCoy from his many visits to 
Crafton Heights over the past 36 years know that he 
always tried to live the charge and benediction that 
Pastor Dave uses most weeks. May his life inspire us 
to do the same. 
 

Go in peace. Have courage. Hold on to what is good. 
Return no one evil for evil. Strengthen the 

fainthearted. Support the weak. Help the suffering. 
Honor and love all people. Love and serve the Lord, 

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. And the grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 

 

Sharon McCoy Carver 

2nd Zachariah Schneider 
4th Kristen Knouff 
9th  Matt Adler 
10th Bonnie Schrenker 
11th Jamie Chlystek 

 Joseph Frick 

13th Alice Schnelbach 

14th R. Bruce Buzza 
15th Kaitlin Hartman 

16th Helen Brownstein 

17th Adam Simcox 

19th Rob Richardson 

20th James Sloan, Jr. 
21st Daniel Barry 

Dolly Bock 

 Erin Butti 
 Mollie Sam 

 Ed Schrenker, Jr. 
23rd  Steve Mulkerrin 

25th Jessica Simcox 

26th Ryan Brownstein 

 Violet Carver Daniels 
 Tyler Schrenker  

Sympathy 

 

To the family of Joe 
Musko, who passed away 

on August 21. 
 

Congratulations 
 

To Megan Salinetro and 
Rick Yelley, who were 
married on August 25. 
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