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When I was a child, my mother ran a very, very tight ship.  Snacks were meted out as if by 
prescription.  On the rare occasions we had a two-liter bottle of Coke in the house, she 
would indicate the level on the side of the container with magic marker.  And yet, when I 
returned to the home later in her life, this same woman greeted the friends I brought with me 
(particularly if they belonged to a youth group that I led) with an abundance of sugary, salty, 
caffeinated wonder.  Somehow, her position had changed. 
 

Senator John Kerry, running for President in 2004, said of a certain bill, “I actually did vote 
for the $87 billion, before I voted against it.”  To no one’s surprise, Kerry was accused of 
“flip-flopping”.  There are those who say that it may have cost him the election. 
 

What about you?  Have you changed your tune? Flip-flopped? Waffled? Or have you come 
to see things differently? Or grown? Or learned new information?  And is there a difference 
between those things? 
 

April begins with an apparent celebration of mind-changing.  The crowds that greet Jesus as 
the Messiah on Palm Sunday (April 5) are calling for his public execution on Maundy 
Thursday (April 9).  The Roman Governor who can find no harm in the peasant from Galilee 
orders his crucifixion after a careful “reconsideration” of the facts.  And yet the disciples, 
who find such pain and sorrow on Good Friday find their own lives rearranged on Easter 
Sunday (April 12). 
 

Is changing your mind about a religious idea, or a matter of faith, a sign of weakness? Or the 
indication of a faith that is alive and vibrant? 
 

I hope that you’ll be present at the beginning of the month, when we watch with the crowds 
and the disciples for the ways that Jesus’ ministry will impact people’s lives.  I hope that 
you’ll be present for Easter Sunday, and share in the unlikely hilarity that comes from those 
who find life where only death was expected.  But in addition to that, I invite you to be 
present in the weeks following Easter.  On Sundays in April and May, I’ll be preaching a 
series of sermons that I’m calling (for now, at least), “How My Mind Has Changed”.  When 
I made my public profession of faith on or about April 11, 1974 (Maundy Thursday that 
year), the world was a different place, and I was a different person.  If my belief structure 
has remained unchanged since then, well, shame on me.   
 

To be honest, I’m not sure what or how I will be 
able to talk about the ways that my take on the 
world, and on what it means to be a follower of 
Jesus in the world, has changed.  And, to be honest, 
I’m a little nervous about opening up in this way.  
And yet, I think that it’s important to talk about 
how my faith, and perhaps yours, too, has evolved 
and grown.  And I know that it’ll be better for me 
to talk about some of that stuff when you’re in the 
room.  And who knows? Some of this stuff might 
just get you thinking too!  None of us are finished 
yet. And so I’ll look forward to new discoveries 
with you in worship.  See you at church! 

Pastor Dave shifting perspectives at the  
30 Hour Famine Youth Retreat. 
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Session 

April 15  
5:45 pm Dinner 

6:30 pm Worship 

7:00 pm Meeting  

Easter Sunday 

April 12 
8:30 am Worship 

9:30 am Breakfast 

11:00 am Worship  

Deacons 

April 13 

6:30 pm  

Preschool Board 

April 7 

7:30 pm 

News Meetings 

Shape the Sky 
 

The Open Door, Preschool and Church are sponsoring a 
training event called “Shape the Sky: Creating Responsible 

Kids on Smartphones”. The program will be held at the 
church on April 22 at 6:30. This is a FREE event but we 

do need to know who is coming. Please contact Kelly Dix 
with questions and/or to reserve your spot at 

kellydix37@gmail.com. For more information about this 
presentation you can visit www.shapethesky.org.  

Baked Potato Luncheon 
 

It’s back! The Youth Group Baked Potato Luncheon, 
bumped form its usual spot near St. Patrick’s Day because 

of the Youth Retreat, will take place on Palm Sunday, 
April 5, immediately following worship. All proceeds will 
help fund the Youth Group Mission trip in August, when 

we will work in the Canfield, OH area.  

Holy Week Schedule 
 

Maundy Thursday  
7:30 pm Worship 

 

Easter Sunday 
8:30 am Worship 
9:30 am Breakfast 
11:00 am Worship 

mailto:kellydix37@gmail.com
http://www.shapethesky.org
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Preschool 

Youth Group 

Vacation Celebration and 
Art Show ! 

 

The winner of the $2,500 Litterini Travel 
Package is Maggie Magilson ! The seller of 
the winning ticket was Jennifer Jezowicz. 
Maggie is planning to go to Ireland with her 
sisters. Thank you to all the families that sold 
so many vacation tickets and made this 
fundraiser a huge success!  
 

We had a magnificent 

art show! The children 

made a variety of 

beautiful group 

projects along with 

individual pieces of art. 

All were on display in 

fellowship hall.  

Thank You! 
 

The youth group is grateful for everyone’s 
help in raising $1805.60 for the 30 hour 
famine. It was a fantastic event, made 
possible by the participation of a dozen young 
people, their advisers, and their families.  
 

In March, the Youth attended the Spring 
Retreat at Windy Ridge, and in April hope to 
raise funds for their Summer retreat by 
participating in the Baked Potato Luncheon. 
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April Birthdays 

Prayers, Joys & Concerns 
Prayer Concerns 

 

Members: Erlina Mae Adler, Cheryl 
Shaw, Kitty Kistler, Eva Neszpaul, 
Aliza Ciechanowski, Linda Piper, 
John Fullwood, Linnea Kunicky, 
Gabe Kish, Glenn Mack, Clare 

Weaver, Marge Freeman, Barbara 
Wasner, Eleanor Arlet, Alice 

Schnelbach, Tina Dame, Maryanne  
Richardson, Cheryl Reed, Joey 

Szumigalski & Family, Justin & Eric 
Barth, Joe Connor, the homebound, 

and those in caring facilities.  
 

Friends & Relatives: Ron Stacy, 
Kate Kuhn, Ann Wolbert, Joe 

Petagno, Dawn Sedlock, Elmer 
Trunick, Frieda Jones, Pauline 
Whitaker, Tim Murray, Janie 
Hervert, Laurie Trunick, Ellie 

Musolino,  Lorraine Barth, Lisa & 
Nicholas Daugherty, Eadie Children, 

Krieger Family, Mark Mattern. 

1st Danielle Sites 
2nd Jennifer McNamara 
4th Brittney Jacob 
8th Joey Szumigalski 
9th Samuel Knouff 
 Debbie Jacob 
13th  Colton McNamara 
14th Barbara Wasner 
15th Michele Evans 
 Dolly Petagno 
20th Keion Powell 

Bob Walters 
22nd  John McConnell 
 Bethany Fullwood 
23rd  Aviva Gielarowski 
 Jeremiah Fullwood 
 Lindsay Frick 
24th Hailey Eadie  
25th  Samaiya Gielarowski 
26th  Michelle Imler 
27th  Linda Pearson 
29th Rachel Salinetro 
 Eric Eadie 

Easter 
To order a lily for Easter, please use the form below and drop it with payment into the  

collection plate. All orders must be pre-paid. The cost is $7 each. 
April 5 is the last day to order. Please use a separate form for each lily.  

 
Name ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Memory of ____________________________________________________________ 
 
In Honor of ______________________________________________________________ 

Lilies 

Members of the Youth Group having 
some winter fun at PPG Place 
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Beloved in the Lord: 
 
Since the day of my ordination, these words have been on the 
wall of my study and in my mind.  They reflect the essential 
tasks of the church. 
 
In your hands you hold a paper copy of the ways that we had 
planned to do some of these things in the month of April.  By 
the time you read this, those plans will have changed – perhaps 
a dozen times… 
 
Note, however, that the PLANS will be, and must be, always 
adapting. The tasks have and will remain the same. 
 
As of St. Patrick’s Day, none of the programs that we usually 
offer at the church, including Sunday Morning Worship, are 
currently operating as usual.  Look for electronic 
communication from us that indicates how, and when, we might resume our “regularly scheduled programming…”  And 
please: call the church, visit the church’s Facebook page, or email us if there are ways that you see that these things can 
be done in the world in which you’re currently living. 
 
In the meantime, let us hold fast to the counsel of Deuteronomy 31:8 
The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.  
Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. 
 
Blessings to you, and peace. 


