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Dear Friends in the Lord, 
 
As you may know, the First U.P. Church of Crafton Heights, like every other congregation in the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A), looks to The Book of Order for guidance in structure and mission. This document describes 
the ways that congregations relate to each other and the world around them. One of the tasks that The Book of 
Order puts before each of us is to regularly evaluate our relationship to our particular congregation. The current 
Book of Order says this about membership: 
 
G-1.0304 The Ministry of Members – Membership in the Church of Jesus Christ is a joy and a privilege. It is 
also a commitment to participate in Christ’s mission. A faithful member bears witness to God’s love and grace 
and promises to be involved responsibly in the ministry of Christ’s Church. Such involvement includes: 
• proclaiming the good news in word and deed, 
• taking part in the common life and worship of a congregation, 
• lifting one another up in prayer, mutual concern, and active support, 
• studying Scripture and the issues of Christian faith and life, 
• supporting the ministry of the church through the giving of money, time, and talents, 
• demonstrating a new quality of life within and through the church, 
• responding to God’s activity in the world through service to others, 
• living responsibly in the personal, family, vocational, political, cultural, and social relationships of life, 
• working in the world for peace, justice, freedom, and human fulfillment, 
• caring for God’s creation, 
• participating in the governing responsibilities of the church, and 
• reviewing and evaluating regularly the integrity of one’s membership, and considering ways in which one’s 

participation in the worship and service of the church may be increased and made more meaningful. 
 
Along with the elders in the congregation, I’d like to ask you to take some time to reflect intentionally on how 
you view church membership. What does it mean to you? What level of participation do you expect from 
yourself? How do you support and participate in the ministry of this church? 
 
When a group of people discerns God’s call to begin a new congregation in a specific area, those people are 
asked to come together to sign a covenant similar to this: 
 

We, the undersigned, in response to the grace of God, desire to be constituted and organized as a 
congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), to be known as The First United Presbyterian Church of 
Crafton Heights. We promise and covenant to live together in unity and to work together in ministry as 
disciples of Jesus Christ, bound to him and to one another as a part of the body of Christ in this place 
according to the principles of faith, mission, and order of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

 
In an effort to be faithful to the constitution of the church and the Lord we serve, while using the flexibility 
accorded to our congregation by The Book of Order, our Session proposes that we as a body recommit to this 
covenant. This recommitment requires each of us to evaluate our level of participation and select the kind of 
membership that best defines our relationship with The First U.P. Church of Crafton Heights. To that end, we 
request that each individual currently in relationship with the congregation choose his or her level of affiliation 
from these categories: 
 
A Covenant (Active) Member is a person who has made a profession of faith in Christ, has been baptized, has 
been received into membership of the First U.P. Church of Crafton Heights, has voluntarily submitted to the 
government of the church, and participates in the church’s 
work and worship. In addition, covenant members may be elected to serve as officers. Those who have been 
active members in the past, but for reasons of health, education, or military service are unable to participate 
regularly, shall continue to be considered Covenant Members.    Continued on page 2... 
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A Friend of the Church is a person who has some connection with the community that is the First U.P. 
Church of Crafton Heights, but for some reason is not able or willing to participate as fully as a Covenant 
Member. Friends of the church may receive communion and pastoral care and participate in church worship 
and activities. For the purposes of the Commonwealth of PA, friends of the church are not legally connected 
to the church body and are therefore unable to serve as officers or vote at congregational meetings. 
 

Removal from the Church rolls. Perhaps you have been connected with this congregation in the past, but 
circumstances have changed and you no longer wish to retain such affiliation as either a Covenant Member 
or a Friend. While any disruption of relationship may be experienced as loss or pain, we surely want to 
respect your decisions and realize that change is inevitable. If you’d like to be removed from our registers, 
simply indicate that as well. 
 

Beginning the first week in September, everyone is invited to participate in a series of four discussions on 
this vital topic. The discussions will take place on Sundays 9/6, 9/13, 9/20, and 9/27 at 9:30 am (which may 
be attended either in person or via Zoom). For those who are unable to participate in a Sunday meeting, the 
discussions will be repeated via Zoom only on Wednesdays 9/9, 9/18, 9/23, and 9/30 at 7:30. pm.   
 

To participate by Zoom, please use this url: https://zoom.us/j/91893534285 or this Meeting ID: 918 9353 
4285. I would strongly encourage you to attend these gatherings.  
 

On Worldwide Communion Sunday (October 4), we will ask each member to indicate which of the levels of 
affiliation above best describes his or her relationship with the congregation. Our hope is that Worldwide 
Communion Sunday will be a wonderful celebration in which our community reaffirms the covenant with 
each other and with the Lord. We want this to be a time of recommitment and rededication! We have been 
together on the road…and now we have the chance to continue the journey.  
 

We realize that the current pandemic may prevent all of us from gathering in person on October 4. For that 
reason, we’d ask you to use the “tear-off” reply form included in this issue, or to reply by email, and we can 
include your signature on October 4. This is an important decision, and the elders are not eager to make such 
a determination for anyone; instead we hope that the faithfulness and fruitfulness of our faith community 
might increase as each person takes responsibility for her or his own spiritual growth. 
 

Please give this matter some serious thought and prayer. If you would like to speak with an elder or me, 
please don’t hesitate to call the church office or contact me at dave@chup.org 
 

With joy and hope, 

 
Please tear off and return to the church office, or you may email your response to chup@chup.org. 

 
___ YES! I would like to be known as A Covenant (Active) Member at CHUP. I want to maintain a 
strong relationship with God’s people in our community of faith, and therefore ask that this response be 
considered as my voice in affirming the covenant on Worldwide Communion Sunday (October 4, 2020). 
 

___ I want to be known as A Friend of the Church. I am unable to affirm this covenant due to reasons of 
geography or other life circumstance. I recognize that as a “Friend”, I am welcome to participate in the life of 
the community in many ways, but unable to serve as an officer or to vote at meetings. 
 

___ I am not sure what to make of this, and would like one of the leaders of the church to contact me. 
 

___ I am no longer interested in being affiliated with the First U.P. Church of Crafton Heights. 
 
 
(signed) ___________________________________________________ (phone) _____________________ 

 
(print name) ________________________________________________ (e-mail) ____________________ 
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The Open Door 
 

What a month it has been at The Open Door! Cross Trainers came 
to a joyful conclusion with a talent show on July 31st. It was a 
pleasure to see our campers share their talents with one another 
and their families via live streaming. This was the culmination of 
four weeks packed with games, songs, Bible lessons, and 
experiencing how God’s love is all around us. We are grateful to 
the CHUP community for its enthusiastic support of our ministry, 
and in particular to the many members who donated lunches for 
our staff—your generosity is deeply appreciated! 

This month, The Open Door is getting ready for a new chapter in 
our ministry. With the pandemic continuing to alter the flow of 
daily life, we are focusing on ways that The Open Door can best 
serve our community while living faithfully into our mission. We 
are exploring a number of ways to provide support for kids and 
families this fall in ways that are safe, loving, and responsible. Part 
of that effort is finishing some much-needed renovations on our 
building, which we hope will be operational sometime next month. 
This will provide us with a safer, cleaner facility that will expand 
the range of programming options available to us, as well as help 
us in our efforts to flexibly adapt to the changing needs of our 
community. If you would like to learn more about how you can 
contribute to our efforts, either through volunteering or donation, 
don’t hesitate to let Mike know mike@chup.org! 

Preschool 
 
Preschool will delay the opening of the 
school year. 
 
Out of an abundance of caution and 
safety, we feel it is in our community’s 
best interest that we remain closed until 
January 2021. We understand that this 
emotionally trying time raises many 
questions and concerns for all of us 
about returning to school.  
 
CHCP leaders and the Church’s Covid-
19 Task Force are working diligently to 
cautiously re-open our preschool according to CDC guidelines. 
This will include an emphasis on  mask-wearing, physical 
distancing, and sanitizing surfaces and toys, as well as addressing 
overall health and safety concerns for all our families. Our goal, as 
always, is to do everything we can to ensure that every child is safe 
as part of the ministry at CHUP. 
 
We will continue to be a positive part of the children’s early 
education. We are finalizing plans to support preschool families 
during this time through the use of social media, take-home family 
activity packs, virtual story time, and group activities throughout 
the fall. Look for updates in future Runners!   
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Thank You from the Deacons 
 
Together we make a difference! The Deacons would like to thank everyone for  the 
donations to Freedom Rising last month. We were honored to see the congregation 
donate more than $900.00 on top of the Deacons’ pledge of $300.00. Your support 
of this mission is deeply gratifying to us, and we hope it is the same for you. To 
learn more about this initiative, please visit https://
www.presbyterianfoundation.org/freedom-rising/  

Children’s Stories Now on YouTube 
 
Since March 15, Pastor Dave has used the Facebook live platform to 
read stories to children.  Some of these are rooted in the Scriptures, 
some are old favorites from Dr. Seuss or others, and many feature tales 
of inclusion and courage from other cultures and perspectives.  Many 
of these stories are now available on his YouTube channel – the same 
channel that features recordings of weekly worship.  So if you’ve 

missed a worship, or would like to hear a story, visit https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCiRAUuNiAGouA_ixAQ-Awlg/ and see what you’ve been missing!  

Jesus Christ and the 'Dividing Wall': Race and God’s Mission 
 
October 7, 14, 21, and 28, 2020, at 7:30 pm 
Mission matters. Race matters. As our nation continues to grapple with the consequence of 
racial injustice, we as Christians need to have truthful conversations with one another about 
how our understanding of race impacts the way we engage in God's mission. World-class 
speakers from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary will gather online for four Wednesday 
evenings in October to explore issues of racial justice. This will be an opportunity to connect 
and learn with people from all over the country.  
 

This is a free event for everyone, but registration is required. Please contact Kelly Dix 
kellydix37@gmail.com for more information, or visit https://www.pts.edu/wmi-conference  

September Meetings 

https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/freedom-rising/
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/freedom-rising/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiRAUuNiAGouA_ixAQ-Awlg/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiRAUuNiAGouA_ixAQ-Awlg/
https://www.pts.edu/wmi-conference
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September Birthdays 

Prayer Concerns 
 

Members: Peter Veltman, Lil McConnell, 
Cheryl Shaw, Kitty Kistler, Gabe Kish, 

Maryanne Richardson.  
 

Friends & Relatives: Teresa Stacy, Barbara 
Durfee, Patricia Sullivan, Dwayne Orris, Kate 

Kuhn, Joe Petagno, Dawn Sedlock, Elmer 
Trunick, Frieda Jones, Pauline Whitaker, Tim 
Murray, Janie Hervert, Laurie Trunick, Ellie 
Musolino, Lorraine Barth, Lisa & Nicholas 
Daugherty, Eadie Children, Krieger Family, 

Mark Mattern.  

Electronic Giving 
 
Online giving: Go to www.chup.org and click 
“Donate.”  
 

App Giving: Go to the App store or Google Play 
and search for “Give Plus Church” to download 
for FREE.  
 

Mobile Giving: Text $amount to 412-888-0842. 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 

2 Zachariah Schneider 
4 Kristen Knouff 
9 Matt Adler 
10 Bonnie Schrenker 
11 Jamie Chlystek 
 Joseph Frick 
14 R. Bruce Buzza 
15 Kaitlin Hartman 
16 Helen Brownstein 
17 Adam Simcox 
19 Kamryn Boden 
 Rob Richardson 
20 James Sloan, Jr. 
21 Daniel Barry 
 Erin Butti 
 Mollie Sam 
23 Steve Mulkerrin 
25 Jessica Simcox 
26 Ryan Brownstein 
 Violet Carver Daniels 
 Tyler Schrenker 

Worship Returns to 11:00 am 
September 6 

 
Fall has arrived! Beginning September 6, we will return 
to our regular Sunday hours: Faithbuilders at 9:30 am, 
and Worship at 11:00 am. 
 
To do this in a safe manner, the following procedures 
will be in place for those of us who choose to gather in 
the sanctuary on Sunday mornings: 
 

Registration:  Seating will be limited to 30.  In 
order to ensure proper contact tracing, we ask 
you to register yourself and each additional 
family member, with contact information, at 
chup@chup.org or calling the church office at 
412-921-6153. We request this information be 
submitted by 12:00 noon, Friday of each week. 

 

Entry/Exit: The Stratmore St. doors will be the only 
ones used. If you need the lift, please let us know 
when you register and we will be sure to 
accommodate you. 

 

Masks are Required – Please wear your mask when 
entering and during the entire service. If you do 
not have a mask, or forget yours, one will be 
provided to you. 

 

Sanitize Hands – Sanitizer station will be available 
when you enter the building. 

 

Maintain Social Distance – With the exception of 
family groups we ask you to maintain a 6 ft. 
social distance from others. Worship facilitators 
will be directing seating and exiting each 
Sunday. Even though we will have Plexiglass 
shields installed, we will ask that the front pews 
remain empty as the worship leaders will be 
unmasked while speaking or singing. 

 

At this time we are not able to provide any child 
care during worship. 

 

The unisex restroom in the back of the sanctuary 
will be available. 

 

Please be patient with the congregational 
leadership as we navigate this crisis.  We’ve 
never done this before, and our main goal is to 
provide for worship in such a manner as to 
encourage all and endanger none. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: IN ORDER TO ENSURE 
MAXIMUM INCLUSION, WE WILL CONTINUE TO 
LIVESTREAM OUR WORSHIP SERVICE VIA THE 
CHURCH’S FACEBOOK PAGE AND THEN AGAIN 

ON YOUTUBE. 

mailto:chup@chup.org
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Presbyterian 
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Articles for the 
October Runner 

Are due on or before 
Sunday, September 20 

 

Worship 
Opportunities 

 

Join us on  
our Facebook page  

every Sunday at 
11:00 am for a 

Worship Livestream 
 

Or register for In 
Person Worship by 

emailing 
chup@chup.org 2020 


