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As we begin the seventh month of our disrupted life together, I want to say thank you to all the folks 
who have worked tirelessly to preserve the relational and connective aspects that make the CHUP 
experience so important. Thanks to 
 

• The members of our worship leadership team for the hours that they spend, not only in 
rehearsing and leading us in song, but in researching, troubleshooting, experimenting, and 
improving our sound and video feed. 

• Those who have come to operate the camera and the sound system 
• The team who has assembled and mailed the Runner 
• Those who have volunteered to be on the COVID Task Force 
• The people who have met via Zoom and on porches and in parks to make sure that we are 

maintaining as many of the essential operations as possible without compromising our 
commitment to safety 

• CHUP staff who have endured changes in job descriptions and working conditions 
• Our treasurer, Jason Dix, for guiding us through the paperwork connected with our 

congregation’s participation in the C.A.R.E.S. Act 
• Those whose giving has remained steady or even increased 

during the pandemic 
 
Some of you will remember that on Easter, we planted seeds in 
lieu of sharing our traditional Easter lilies. For many weeks, the 
online children’s sermon featured an opportunity to witness the 
growth of the seeds I’d started in my study. Then, on August 30, I 
revealed the hard and ugly truth: when I left for vacation I had 
forgotten to ask anyone to water the plants in my study and my 
seeds had all withered. Since the sound system failed that day and 
the Children’s Sermon was muted, I thought I’d share with all of 
you the charge I had hoped to give to the children that day. Those 
seeds had done well to start, and were beginning to show some 
real promise. But then I simply stopped doing the small things 
that were necessary to maintain their vibrancy. I had no right to be 
surprised by what I found upon my return. 
 
Similarly, we each need to be mindful of the ways that we tend to 
our relationships with each other and the Lord. While the 
volunteers and staff listed above have done wonderful work in 
helping to create and maintain a platform for vitality with the 
congregation, it’s up to each of us, as individuals, to do our part to 
reach out and tend these relationships. Let me ask you today to 
make a call, send a text, share a note – look for the folks who are 
a part of this community, and affirm in them the gift of 
relationship. The author of the letter to the Hebrews puts it this 
way: “Some people have gotten out of the habit of meeting for 
worship, but we must not do that. We should keep on encouraging 
each other, especially since you know that the day of the Lord’s 
coming is getting closer.” (Hebrews 10:25, CEV). 
 
I am delighted to share in this ministry with you! 

David B. Carver, Pastor 
www.chup.org 
October 2020 
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Preschool 
 
We are excited to share with you the 
pictures of the free education packs, 
filled with wonderful resources 
from WQED & CHCP for our 
preschool families.  
 
Although preschool is not in 
session, we wanted to stay 
connected with our families who are 
enrolled in our program. Through 
various platforms our families can 
learn and have fun together, 
completing activities, family 
projects, and fun lessons from PBS 
KIDS.  
 
The September Learning Theme is 
Shapes. The book bags are filled 
with art and writing supplies, shape 
activities, and other at-home 
activities provided by WQED & 
CHCP.  
 
Each month, we plan to have a few 
brief virtual meetings to meet with 
families. This will allow us to see 
the children, tell stories, sing songs 
and share fun activities that will 
peak their curiosity to explore, 
build, and create.  
 
When we do return to school we 
will know each other better, sing 
some of the songs we were listening 
to, and we will be ready to learn and 
play.  
 
If anyone has questions about our 
current program and its reopening 
plans, please feel free to contact 
Cheri Mack 
cherischool@comcast.net. 
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CHUP Online 
 

Did you know that you can view the Runner in full 
color on our website? Back issues, too! Our website is 

mobile friendly, and easier to navigate than ever.  
 

Please visit www.chup.org to find online newsletters, 
sermons, prayer concerns, giving opportunities, 

announcements, online worship links, and clickable 
information on how you can become involved in our 

many ministries. 

The Open Door 
 
Throughout September, The Open Door has been 
working hard to get our facility up and running 
again! After much sawing, welding, drilling, and 
cleaning, our building is nearly ready for groups 
to use it again. We are overjoyed at the fact that, 
after a year of idleness, we are almost able to 
welcome folks back.  
 
We are very grateful for the many people who 
have contributed to our necessary renovations and 
remodeling, and for the continued support of 
members of our community for the important 
work that we do here—thank you! Your support 
allows us to continue to serve the community, so 
be on the lookout for new programs and events in 
the next few weeks! 
 
We are also very excited to announce that Youth 
Group has returned! Middle and High School 
students can join us every Sunday evening at 7 pm 
for a fun, engaging conversation about what is 
important to us, as well as games and time spent 
with friends! We meet at CHUP, either in the 
Youth Room on the top floor or in Fellowship 
Hall. Friends are welcome, so we hope to see you 
there. And as with every event at CHUP or The 
Open Door, masks, social distancing, and other 
health precautions are in place, so we can keep 
everyone happy and healthy throughout the fall. If 
you have any questions, let Mike Ball know at 
mike@chup.org. 
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 Jesus Christ and the 'Dividing Wall': Race and God’s Mission 
October 7, 14, 21, and 28, 2020, at 7:30 pm 

 
Mission matters. Race matters. As our nation continues to grapple with the 
consequence of racial injustice, we as Christians need to have truthful 
conversations with one another about how our understanding of race impacts the 
way we engage in God's mission.  
 
The First UP Church of Crafton Heights will join Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary in the four-week conference entitled “Jesus Christ and the Dividing Wall: Race 
and God’s Mission.” We will meet online each Wednesday night in October (7,14,21,28) 
beginning at 7:30 pm. More information about the conference, including topics and 
speakers, can be found at https://www.pts.edu/UserFiles/World%20Mission%20Initiative%
20Month%20of%20Mission%20Series.pdf  
 
The Session of the church is encouraging every member of CHUP to participate in this free 
event, which will include a blend of lecture, national Q and A, and discussion with your 
friends here at CHUP as well. To register, for this free event, please contact Kelly Dix at 
kellydix37@gmail.com  Please plan to set aside time and energy to participate int his 
important event! 

October Meetings 

Blood Drive Thanks 
 

Thank you to everyone who supported our 
blood drive on Sunday, September 13.  We 
collected 19 units of blood.   
 

Please mark your calendars for our next 
drive scheduled for Sunday, December 6. 
We hope to see you then.  

Need Help? 
 

Do you need help of one kind or another?  
If you are in need of food, or someone to 
run an errand for you, or a friendly voice 
with whom to speak, or prayer, please let 
us know!  Email dave@chup.org and we 
will marshal the resources to help you 
face the challenges of your day. You are 
not alone! 

https://www.pts.edu/UserFiles/World%20Mission%20Initiative%20Month%20of%20Mission%20Series.pdf
https://www.pts.edu/UserFiles/World%20Mission%20Initiative%20Month%20of%20Mission%20Series.pdf
mailto:kellydix37@gmail.com
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October Birthdays 

Prayer Concerns 
 

Members: Terri Blachek, Peter Veltman, 
Lil McConnell, Cheryl Shaw, Kitty 

Kistler, Maryanne Richardson. 
  

Friends & Relatives: Teresa Stacy, 
Debbie Beatty, Barbara Durfee, Patricia 
Sullivan, Dwayne Orris, Joe Petagno, 
Dawn Sedlock, Frieda Jones, Pauline 

Whitaker, Tim Murray, Ellie Musolino, 
Lorraine Barth, Lisa & Nicholas 

Daugherty, Eadie Children, Krieger 
Family, Mark Mattern. 

5 Benjamin Veltman 
6  Karen Dreyer 
7  Garrett Wolbert 
7 Alyssa Eadie 
 Brian Sites 
9 Sydney Weaver 
10  Emersyn Joy Donovan 
11  Lindsay O'Connor 
12 Daniel Durkin 
 Madison Weaver 
13 Campbell Simcox 
 Piper Gielarowski 
15 Erica Markus 
16 Ricky Lane 
17 Haylee Seeberger 
18 Carol Abel 
 Karen Seeberger 
19 Dani Anderson 
21 Clare Weaver 
24 Lorelai Lee Ault 
25 Kristie Connor 
 Makayla Rose Slotten 
27 Colleen Lane 
28 Penny Zeisloft 
29  Noah Lane 
 Rayna Neszpaul 
 Micah Veltman 
30 Richard Lane 
 Stephanie Summers 
31 Sarah Claassen 

Being Present for In Person 
Worship 

 
The following procedures are in place for those who 
choose to gather in the sanctuary on Sunday 
mornings: 
 

Registration:  Seating will be limited to 30.  In 
order to ensure proper contact tracing, we ask 
you to register yourself and each additional 
family member, with contact information, at 
chup@chup.org or calling the church office at 
412-921-6153. We request this information be 
submitted by 12:00 noon, Friday of each week. 

 

Entry/Exit: The Stratmore St. doors will be the 
only ones used. If you need the lift, please let us 
know when you register and we will be sure to 
accommodate you. 

 

Masks are Required – Please wear your mask 
when entering and during the entire service. If 
you do not have a mask, or forget yours, one will 
be provided to you. 

 

Sanitize Hands – Sanitizer station will be available 
when you enter the building. 

 

Maintain Social Distance – With the exception of 
family groups we ask you to maintain a 6 ft. 
social distance from others. Worship facilitators 
will be directing seating and exiting each 
Sunday. Even though we will have Plexiglass 
shields installed, we will ask that the front pews 
remain empty as the worship leaders will be 
unmasked while speaking or singing. 

 

At this time we are not able to provide any child 
care during worship. 

 

The unisex restroom in the back of the sanctuary 
will be available. 

 

Please be patient with the congregational 
leadership as we navigate this crisis.  We’ve 
never done this before, and our main goal is to 
provide for worship in such a manner as to 
encourage all and endanger none. 

 
IMPORTANT NOTE: IN ORDER TO ENSURE 

MAXIMUM INCLUSION, WE WILL CONTINUE 
TO LIVESTREAM OUR WORSHIP SERVICE VIA 
THE CHURCH’S FACEBOOK PAGE AND THEN 

AGAIN ON YOUTUBE. 

mailto:chup@chup.org
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“The Runner” 
 

A Monthly Newsletter 
Published by 

The First United  
Presbyterian 

Church of Crafton 
Heights 

50 Stratmore Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15205 

 

Articles for the 
October Runner 

Are due on or before 
Sunday, October 18 

 

Worship 
Opportunities 

 

Join us on  
our Facebook page  

every Sunday at 
11:00 am for a 

Worship Livestream 
 

Or register for In 
Person Worship by 

emailing 
chup@chup.org 2020 

Encourage 

one another 


