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Many years ago I heard the Rev. John Perkins, a civil rights icon and community development specialist, say
“the Good News can only make sense to people who are in a Bad News situation.” If everything in your life is
going swimmingly and there are no challenges, no obstacles, or no burdens, when someone bursts into your
life with an announcement like, “Listen to this! It’s GREAT news!”, there might be a temptation to be blasé or
even dismissive. But when you’re worn out or beaten down or frustrated by circumstances in your life that
seem interminable, “Listen to this! It’s GREAT news!” can be a welcome and hopeful interruption.
As our part of the world enters into late fall, in a year that is characterized by the twin challenges of COVID19 and a relentlessly negative and acrimonious political climate, we need some Good News. As you look at
your November calendar and think about the people who will NOT be able to gather for Thanksgiving, and as
you contemplate your empty guest room or the vacant seat at your breakfast table, you need some Good News.
O come, O come Emanuel, and ransom captive Israel.
Some years when we sing that carol during the first week of
Advent, it seems a little make-believe. We’ve just had a massive
Thanksgiving with the whole family, and we are exhilarated
from the crush of “Black Friday” shopping, and we may even
have gotten tickets to the Big Game that weekend. It’s hard, on
those days, to identify with a singer who “mourns in lonely exile
here until the Son of God appear…”
As I write this in mid-October, it’s difficult to imagine how
things will be at the end of November. That said, however, it’s
inconceivable that we will engage in “business as usual” for the Holiday Season this year. This is not the
Advent Journey we would choose. And yet it is the path on which we find ourselves. You’ll hear more about
this in the weeks to come, but let me encourage you to enter fully into the conflicted emotions of Advent 2020.
Think about how disconcerting it must have been for Joseph and Mary to leave the comfort of their own home
and travel to a crowded village as they embarked upon the most curious journey of parenthood while being
forcibly separated from their primary support system. Think about the shepherds and the other “outcasts” of
that day, finding an invitation to celebrate in the midst of an unlikely evening. Think about the Magi
wandering into a land with a confusing culture and a difficult language, drawn only by some sort of a vague
hope and a glimmer of light in the night time sky.
To these, the Good News came.
And to you, beloved, it will come. This is neither the Thanksgiving nor the Christmas for which we’d wished.
My hope and prayer for you is that as we are faced with choices we would prefer not to make, that you will
find a way to enter more deeply into the Way of Jesus during this season. Just as the ancient carol says, there
will be a “Rejoice! Rejoice! Emanuel shall come to thee, oh Israel.” The beginning of Advent and the coming
of the Savior are not dependent on the circumstances of our lives; rather, these lives of ours are oriented
toward that which has come and is coming.
In his classic work The Old Man and the Sea, Ernest Hemingway wrote, “Now is no time to think of what
you do not have. Think of what you can do with what there is.” This Advent, let me encourage you to consider
what you have, and who you are, and where you do have resources, and to share them in ways that point
toward the Good News that will always come.
I look forward to sharing in worship with you (in person or virtually).
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The Open Door
The Open Door has entered into an exciting and busy new season!
Working in partnership with local government and charitable
organizations, The Open Door is now operating as a Community Learning
Hub. This program helps children who need some extra assistance with
distance learning find the care and support they need to succeed. In
addition, we are also excited to bring on new staff to help facilitate this
program! Our hub facilitators work closely with students, fulfilling the
roles of teacher, counselor, IT specialist, and academic cheerleader all in
one! Thank you to Mollie Sam, Ruth Portnoff, David Salinetro, and
Cullen Diethorn for giving this program your all!
In other news, The Open Door facility is nearly back up and running!
After several cleaning and remodeling efforts, our building is almost
ready to serve as an essential place in which young people can grow and
have fun. We look forward to continuing the improvements to our
building, while still keeping the essence of that old Open Door magic.
We love to hear from our community and supporters! If you have any
questions about our programs and services, or just want to find out more
about the work we do, don’t hesitate to reach out! Contact Open Door
Director Mike Ball at mike@chup.org if you would like to connect, and
keep your eyes peeled for new events and opportunities to engage in the
coming weeks!

Preschool
Preschool is staying engaged with
our families by providing them
with education packs from our
partners at WQED. September’s
packs included shape activities,
picture frames, and craft sticks.
October is all about math and
family pets. We are glad the
families share pictures of their
children enjoying the activities!
We meet virtually a few times
each month for a song, story, and
activity.
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Gifts of Hope

Virtual Fair Trade Sale
October 20— November 20
COVID-19 has challenged us to think of new
ways to demonstrate God's love to the world.
Here is an easy way to help - shop online for
Christmas gifts through Gifts of Hope instead
of through traditional retailers! The gifts are
unique and reasonably priced, shipping is free,
and you can shop from your own home!
Fair trade is a method of trade that enables
artisans to lift themselves out of poverty by
allowing them to earn a fair and living wage for their work, in a way that gives them dignity and
independence. The primary goal of fair trade is to improve the lives of farmers and workers in developing
countries by ensuring that they have access to export markets and are paid a fair price for their products.
Many fair trade organizations also work to eliminate human trafficking and child labor and, ultimately, to
bring help, hope, and healing to vulnerable and poverty-stricken populations in developing countries.
To participate, go to mpcog.org and click “Gifts of Hope.” There you will find participating fair trade
vendors. Purchase your gifts, and let us know you have placed an order by calling or emailing the church.
We will arrange for the items to be delivered to CHUP for your convenient pick up!
Since our friend Penny Zeisloft began this ministry in her own home, Gifts of Hope has raised over
$55,000. It is a small effort with far-reaching implications. In light of the many challenges of 2020, let us
spur one another on to good deeds, and, as God commanded Abram in Genesis 12:1-3, as He has so
blessed us, now let us be a blessing!

Need Help?

Electronic Giving

Do you need help of one kind or another? If you are in need
of food, or someone to run an errand for you, or a friendly
voice with whom to speak, or prayer… please let us know!
Email dave@chup.org and we will marshal the resources to
help you face the challenges of your day. You are not alone!

Online giving: Go to www.chup.org
and click “Donate.”
App Giving: Go to the App store or
Google Play and search for “Give
Plus Church” to download for FREE.
Mobile Giving: Text $amount to
412-888-0842.

CHUP Online
Did you know that you can view the
Runner in full color on our website?
Back issues, too! Our website is
mobile friendly and easier to navigate
than ever.

Congratulations
To Terri Blachek and Steve Mulkerrin,
who celebrated the vows of marriage last month.

Please visit www.chup.org to find
online newsletters, sermons, prayer
concerns, giving opportunities,
announcements, online worship links,
and clickable information on how you
can become involved in our many
ministries.
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Foster Love Project
Kelly Hughes, Foster Love Projects Executive Director, details her first
experience with foster care in 2013: “The case worker handed us a few
clean diapers and one dirty bottle and drove away. My husband and I
introduced our four and two year old to them and then began the
transition of going from a family of four to a family of seven within a
few short hours. As my husband and I continued to foster children
throughout the years, we came to realize the consistent scenario of
preparation was rare. In many cases, extended preparation time was a luxury that foster care agencies were
unable to afford foster families. My heart was burdened for ways to love and care for these children while
uplifting foster families on the front lines of the roller coaster of foster care.”
Foster Love Projects seeks to provide love in action to foster children as well as support to the foster
families who are providing care for them. They are committed to amplifying the voices of the kids they
serve. They provide continuing education opportunities through adult adoptees, trauma-informed care and
transracial adoption, and are committed to love and dignity for kids in foster care.
The Foster Love Project hits home to many people, including people in our own congregation. To learn
more about the project, we encourage you to visit their website at https://www.fosterloveproject.org/.
The Deacons are asking for help to raise $1,000.00 in donations to support the Foster Love Project. We will
start off this donation goal by contributing $300. We are asking for your support to help us achieve the
$1,000.00 goal. Please make your checks out to the Deacons. If you are unable to contribute monetarily at
this time, we are asking that you take the time to pray for this project. Yours in Faith, Board of Deacons

Take Out Dinner Fundraiser for Haiti
Meal Pick Up November 13 4:30-6:30 pm

Help Friendship Community Church fund a short-term
medical clinic in Bassin Caiman Haiti! To participate, go to
https://www.haitih2o.org/fcc-fundraiser There, you may order your choice of three chef-prepared meals:
Eggplant Parmesan, Chicken Marsala, or Fried Chicken.
Please place your order (2 meal minimum) before November 9. Meal Pick Up is Friday, November 13 from
4:30-6:30 pm at Friendship Community Church, 181 Robinson Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15213 (Limited
delivery available for $10).
Payment options include Credit/Debit or Check/Money Order. Questions? Please contact: Lynn Portnoff at
412-606-4882 or Ldportnoff@gmail.com
Learn more about Haiti H2O and their work in rural Haiti at www.haitih2o.org

November Meetings
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Prayer Concerns
Members: Ciechanowski Family, Terri
Blachek, Peter Veltman, Lil McConnell,
Cheryl Shaw, Kitty Kistler, Maryanne
Richardson.
Friends & Relatives: Teresa Stacy,
Debbie Beatty, Barbara Durfee, Patricia
Sullivan, Dwayne Orris, Joe Petagno,
Dawn Sedlock, Frieda Jones, Pauline
Whitaker, Tim Murray, Ellie Musolino,
Lorraine Barth, Lisa & Nicholas
Daugherty, Eadie Children, Krieger
Family, Mark Mattern.

November Birthdays
1
2
3
7
9
10
12
17
21
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

Jason Padula
Thoko Mbewe
Tyler Austin
Tyler Piper
Ginny Jones
Gert Clokey
Tim Salinetro
Fran Andrews
Beverly Steinmetz
Patricia Barry
Brian Mack
Lucia Carver Daniels
Dietrich Zeisloft
Jonah Fullwood
Mimi Zickefoose
Courtney Barry
Maya Fisher
Cheryl Shaw
Jamie Klein

Do You Have Prayer Needs?
Send your joys and concerns to
prayer@chup.org
and everyone on our email prayer chain
will be notified.
If you would like to receive prayer
notifications,
there are three ways to sign up:
Visit www.chup.org,
Email chup@chup.org,
or Call the church office
412-921-6153.
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Being Present
for In Person Worship
The following procedures are in place for those who
choose to gather in the sanctuary on Sunday
mornings:
Registration: Seating will be limited to 30. In
order to ensure proper contact tracing, we ask
you to register yourself and each additional
family member, with contact information, at
chup@chup.org or calling the church office at
412-921-6153. We request this information be
submitted by 12:00 noon, Friday of each week.
Entry/Exit: The Stratmore St. doors will be the
only ones used. If you need the lift, please let us
know when you register and we will be sure to
accommodate you.
Masks are Required – Please wear your mask
when entering and during the entire service. If
you do not have a mask, or forget yours, one will
be provided to you.
Sanitize Hands – Sanitizer station will be available
when you enter the building.
Maintain Social Distance – With the exception of
family groups we ask you to maintain a 6 ft.
social distance from others. Worship facilitators
will be directing seating and exiting each
Sunday. Even though we will have Plexiglass
shields installed, we will ask that the front pews
remain empty as the worship leaders will be
unmasked while speaking or singing.
At this time we are not able to provide any child
care during worship.
The unisex restroom in the back of the sanctuary
will be available.
Please be patient with the congregational
leadership as we navigate this crisis. We’ve
never done this before, and our main goal is to
provide for worship in such a manner as to
encourage all and endanger none.
IMPORTANT NOTE: IN ORDER TO ENSURE
MAXIMUM INCLUSION, WE WILL CONTINUE
TO LIVESTREAM OUR WORSHIP SERVICE VIA
THE CHURCH’S FACEBOOK PAGE AND THEN
AGAIN ON YOUTUBE.
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Worship
Opportunities
Join us on
our Facebook page
every Sunday at
11:00 am for a
Worship Livestream
Or register for In
Person Worship by
emailing
chup@chup.org
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