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At 6:00 pm (EDT) on July 8, 2026, these United States will witness a one-of-a-kind tribute 
to the idea that became America.  At that hour, communities across all nine time zones in the 
USA will host a simultaneous reading of the Declaration of Independence.  This is on the 
anniversary of when the original document was read by the sheriff of Philadelphia in 1776.  
This effort is a part of the much wider celebration of the American Semiquincentennial, 
marking 250 years of independence.   
 
There has been an increasingly acrimonious discussion as to whether the USA is a 
“Christian Nation” or not.  The founders were studious in their efforts to avoid establishing 
any faith as definitive for this new nation.  In fact, in the months after it was published, two-
thirds of the pastors for the Church of England who were serving in the USA left the new 
nation in protest.  The folks who helped this nation gain independence from Britain were a 
curious mixture of traditional protestants (such as John Witherspoon, Presbyterian pastor), 
orthodox Christians (like Patrick Henry or Samuel Adams), and Theistic Rationalists, or 
Deists (like Thomas Jefferson or Ben Franklin).  I do not intend to use my space here to 
contribute to that debate. 
 
What I'd like to do instead is to challenge each of us to spend a few moments contemplating 
one iconic sentence from that document: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”  
Do we really believe that?  Let’s take the liberty of assuming that by “all men” the framers 
really intended “all people”... But do we look for the imago Dei (“the image of God”) in the 
people that we meet?  If we were convinced that everyone – each of us, and the folks who 
are panhandling at the West End Bridge and the ones who are hiding out from ICE and the 
folks who wear a badge and uniform to work each day... that ALL means ALL, and that the 
image of God is present in ALL and in EACH... wouldn’t our discourse sound different?  
Wouldn’t our interactions be modified? 
 
I don’t care who you voted for last time, and I’m not here to talk about the next time.  I 
wonder if today you will look through the news, walk through the neighborhood, and surf 
through your news feeds asking God to show you where and how God is working through 
the people around you.  Ask God to teach you to love them as God does.  I have a hunch that 
if we can wrap our heads around the notion that everyone – even THOSE PEOPLE – are 
image-bearers, then we might have a little easier time helping them find their way to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.   

Something to think (and pray) about.  I’ll look for you in worship! 



The Runner July 2026 Page 2 

 

 

Fellowship Opportunities 
 

What’s Old Will Become New Again! 
In 1917, Woodrow Wilson was the President of the United States (there were 48 states then – 
Arizona had just made it five years earlier.  It would be another 42 years before Alaska and Hawaii 
were added), and the First U.P. Church of Crafton Heights was meeting in a wood frame building on 
Clinton Ave. (now known as Cumberland St.).  The congregation was rapidly outgrowing this 
structure, and purchased a few lots on the corner of Stratford and Montclair Avenues (now known as 
Stratmore and Clairhaven Streets).  There, the congregation hired the Busse company to design and 
build a new sanctuary.  A key feature of this new worship space was the large stained-glass windows 
that, when illuminated by the sun’s rays, bathed the sanctuary in greens and purples.  Following 
Presbyterian tradition, these windows were symmetrical and patterned, and they did not feature any 
humans alive or dead. 
Since 1917, those windows have witnessed countless baptisms, weddings, funerals, and other special 
services.  The congregation found refuge here during the pandemics of 1918 and 2020.  In June, one 
of those windows was removed for the first time since 1917 and taken to the workshop at the 
Pittsburgh Stained Glass Studio – the same company that created it!  This summer it will be 
thoroughly cleaned and re-leaded.  This fall it will be re-installed and prepared to weather the next 
hundred years. 
This work is possible for two reasons: a generous donor saw the need and put up some funding even 
in advance of the plans, and then we received a matching grant from the Pittsburgh History and 
Landmarks Foundation.  There are at least two other windows that are in need of the same treatment, 
and our hope is to have them refurbished in 2027.   
Next time you’re in the sanctuary, look up and look around.  Note the plywood that is holding the 
place while the window is being repaired.  And look at the one right next to it – notice how it sags 
because the lead has come to the end of its useful life.  We intend to apply for another grant for 
those windows – but remember, the grants are matching.  We’ve got to come up with half of the 
funds before work can begin.  Each window opening costs about $12,000.  Please give some thought 
and prayer as to whether you can contribute to this generational repair.  Please speak with Pastor 
Dave if you are interested in learning more! 
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CELEBRATING THE CHUP CLASS OF 2026 

 

 
 

 
In worship on May 31, we celebrated the High School Seniors who have been intentionally  

involved in the life and ministry of the church in recent years.  It was a wonderful  
baccalaureate service and we give thanks to God for these young people who have shared 
their gifts with us. We asked them a couple of questions, and thought you’d want to know 

how they answered. 
 

 
What have you appreciated about CHUP over the past few years? 
 
“This feels like a family.  The Bible tells us that we are brothers and sisters in Christ, part 
of one body, and this church really makes that feel real.”   
Vivian Ciechanowski 
 
“Over the past few years at CHUP, I have appreciated the welcoming community.  Even 
after moving away and coming back, I still felt accepted right away, which meant a lot to 
me.”   
Anna Varner 
 
“The community is sweet.  I have developed so many friendships and learned so much 
from my elders and it’s shaped my life into one that I'm proud of.”   
Samaiya Gielarowski 
 
“It has been a community that supports not only members but anyone.  This is especially 
true with food distribution.”   
Jacob Chacon 
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“I have appreciated how close everyone is to one another and how we supported each  
other.”  John Kleer 
 
“I have appreciated growing up in this community and having things to do and places to 
be and people that care about me here.”   
Henry Simcox 
 
“Over the past few years I have really appreciated the kindness and community from 

other kids my age.  I feel like growing up around these people has really affected my 

thoughts and actions in a really positive way.”  Emma Pearson 

 

 
 
Please say something about your plans for the future. 
 
Samaiya Gielarowski:  I’m going to Temple University in Philadelphia where I plan to 
major in anthropology. 
 
Jacob Chacon: I plan to attend the University of Alabama Honors College as a National 
Merit Scholar where I will pursue Aerospace Engineering. 
 
John Kleer: My future plans include working in refractory for the next five years, saving 
up as much money as possible to build my own house, and starting a loving family with-
in the next five or so years, and to live a quiet peaceful life. 
 
Emma Pearson: I’m starting at CCAC to hopefully narrow down what I’ll be interested 
in for a long-term career 
 
Anna Varner: I plan to work for a year after high school, then go to college.  I’m excited 
to see what’s next and will keep looking to God for guidance along the way. 
 
Vivian Ciechanowski: I want to be a writer.  Whether that is writing articles or novels, as 
long as I’m writing I’ll be happy.  I’m currently looking at Rickett’s Great Books Col-
lege for my education. 
 
Henry Simcox: I intend to study at CCAC starting this fall. 
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Fellowship Opportunities 

 
VOLUNTEER WITH THE OPEN TABLE. The next one is July 30th. If you are 
interested in volunteering with The Open Table Ministry, we would love to have you join us! 
Volunteer opportunities include: 
• Set-Up 
• Greeters & Seaters 
• Servers 
• Clean-Up 
If any of these roles sound like a good fit for you, please contact us at 
CHUPTheOpenTable@gmail.com. You may also sign up using the New Volunteer Sign-Up 
Sheet located on the bulletin board at the back of the sanctuary. All volunteers are required 
to obtain clearances, and we are happy to assist you with that process. We hope you will 
join us for our next community meal on the last Thursday of each month. We look forward 
to serving alongside you! 
  
Don’t forget our monthly food distribution the second Friday of every month. Working with 
our partners at Save A Life Today Pittsburgh and the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food 
Bank, we will host a distribution Friday, July 10th.  The truck should arrive at 7:00 and we 
could use help unloading.  Sorting will begin after that and volunteers are always welcome, 
and the distribution will begin around 10:30.  Food is available to all, regardless of race, 
income, address, gender identity, or family size.  Come and love your neighbor! 
 
We are still and always looking for birthday kit supplies. We provide as many birthday kits 
as we can for  the Food Pantry that is held the second Friday of each month.  Please 
purchase:  Cake Mix, Icing, Candles, Small bottle of oil (can find at the dollar store), Card 
(you can take one from the card center at church), Any other decorations you may want to 
add. Birthday banner or balloons. Not necessary. THANKS SO MUCH. 
 
On page 12 is the sign up form for the All Church Retreat. All the information you need is 
on that form. All forms and payment are due back to Erlina Mae by Sept. 13th. 
 
 

mailto:CHUPTheOpenTable@gmail.com
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The Deacons Corner 
The Deacons at CHUP provide ongoing support to the congregation and to organizations 
locally, nationally, and globally.  
 
• In March, we made a donation to Pastor Angelo Wello to help fund the building of a 

Church in Otallo, South Sudan. Our contribution was put towards roofing supplies. 
• In April, our promotion of the One Great Hour of Sharing special offering through  
     Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) resulted in contributions of $1,047 by CHUP alone! 
• In May, we supported the Pittsburgh Urban Christian School in its fundraising efforts. 
 
In June, we selected the Lazurus Fund to support. The Lazurus Fund is a mission of the 
Pittsburgh Presbytery to provide financial assistance for housing and utilities to individuals 
and families in need in Allegheny County. If you would like to contribute to this important 
mission, please indicate on your check or cash gift that it is for the Lazurus Fund. 
 
In July and August, the Deacons will be participating in a project to provide Bibles to      
incarcerated individuals through the Foundation of HOPE. The Foundation of HOPE is an 
interfaith nonprofit with the mission of empowering people within the criminal justice    
system to renew their faith. Deacons will be selling Bibles for $20. You or your family can 
purchase a Bible in the back of the Sanctuary after worship that will be gifted to someone 
in prison. If you would like to sign your name or write an inspirational message, we will 
have book plate stickers available. 
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The Open Door  
 

As you’re reading this, Cross Trainers is in full swing! With nearly 100 kids signed up this 
summer, each day has been an adventure, and we are so grateful to be able to provide for 
so many children this year. Between breakfast and lunch each day, our kids are enjoying 
our Rally (worship, skits, games, etc.), Recreation, Art, Enrichment (Bible), and Adventure 
(our new STEM rotation). We are thrilled to be back in the swing of things, and can’t wait 
to see what the rest of camp has in store! 
 
If you want to get involved there are a few things you could do: 

Keep us in your prayers. 
Sign up to feed our staff. 
Volunteer to help at camp as a “nurse,” lunch helper, or CIT. 
Write a letter of encouragement to our staff.  
Worship with us on Cross Trainers Sunday on August 2nd. 
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July Birthdays 

Prayer Concerns 
 

Members: Marge Freeman, Peter 
Veltman,  Lil McConnell, Ric Dorman, 
Susan Barth 
 
 
Friends & Relatives: Than and Ruthina 
Veltman, Wayne Arlet, Jr., Teresa Stacy 
(niece of Mary Stacy), Tom Dengler
(Michele Kish’s brother-in-law, awaiting 
kidney transplant, prayers for Tom and 
wife Chris for guidance.) Frank 
Altadonna, Kayla’s grandfather, Natalie 
& Mark (Rachel Stalker’s Aunt & 
Uncle), Michael Greever, Jodi’s father. 

1st Elizabeth Chimbayo 
3rd  Emma Pearson 
 Carl Schrenker 
4th  Terry Mulkerrin 
9th Alistair Gielarowski 
11th Madge Seidel 
12th Susan Barth  
14th Kelly Dix 
15th Paul Reed 
 Debbie Dolence 
16th  Stacey Donovan 
18th  Joe Connor 
 Jacob Jones 
19th Ed Schrenker, Sr. 
20th Karren Sites 
21st Jessica Weaver 
 Declan Adler 
22nd Joann Mikula 
 Carly Vignone 
 Jacob Chacon 
23rd Thad Ciechanowski 
 Karlena Mehl 
24th  Aliza Ciechanowski 
25th  Alison Kate Fisher 
 Megan MacLellan 
27th Jessalyn Gielarowski  
31st Cheri Mack 

Worship Opportunities 
 

In-Person Worship:  Services are Sundays at 10:00 am 
 
Online Worship: Each Sunday at 10:00 am, our worship 
service livestreams on our Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/CraftonHeightsChurch/  
And then later on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/
playlist?list=PLU5XsLRAbBddh2dgu38_W9bbRu9wYaOB4 

Electronic Giving 
 

Go to https://chup.org/giving/ to find easy options for 
sending your donation electronically. Feel free to contact the 
office chup@chup.org to find out more about how you can 
designate where you would like your donation to go: the 
Church, the Preschool, the Open Door, the Food Pantry… 
the list goes on! Thank you for supporting our many 
ministries and enabling us to spread God’s love in our 
community and throughout the world. 

CHUP Online 
 

Did you know that you can view the Runner in full color on 
our website? Back issues, too! Our website is mobile friendly 
and easier to navigate than ever. https://chup.org/ 
Please visit www.chup.org to find online newsletters, 
sermons, prayer concerns, giving opportunities, 
announcements, online worship links, and clickable 
information on how you can become involved in our many 
ministries. 

Blood Drive 
Thank you to everyone who came and donated at the CHUP 
Blood Drive.  We collected 16 units of blood that will in 
turn help 48 patients in area hospitals.   That's  really  
Awesome! 

There will not be a blood drive during the months of July 
and August.  The next blood drive will be September 20th.  

Need Help? 
 

Do you need help of one kind or another?  If you are in need 
of food, or someone to run an errand for you, or a friendly 
voice with whom to speak, or prayer… please let us know!  
 
Email dave@chup.org and we will marshal the resources to 
help you face the challenges of your day. You are not alone! 

https://www.facebook.com/CraftonHeightsChurch/
https://www.facebook.com/CraftonHeightsChurch/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLU5XsLRAbBddh2dgu38_W9bbRu9wYaOB4
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLU5XsLRAbBddh2dgu38_W9bbRu9wYaOB4
http://www.chup.org/giving/
mailto:chup@chup.org
chup.org
http://www.chup.org
mailto:dave@chup.org
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 Mark your calendars, because you are invited to the 

CHUP All Church Retreat  
October 2-4th at Crestfield Camp and Conference 

Center 195 Taggart Road, Slippery Rock, PA 16057 

Leadership will be provided by CHUP Church  
members centered on the theme “Loving Like Jesus-

The Road to Empathy” 
 

There will be childcare and separate sessions for 
kids. We plan to enjoy one another’s company with 
games and activities throughout the weekend, with a 

few times of Bible Study and singing. 
  

 
Accommodations 

Scott Lodge has hotel-like rooms with private baths. 
Linens and towels are provided. 

 

All meals are included (breakfast only Sunday) 

 A deposit of $50 is required to reserve your room.  
Remaining balance due by Oct.18th, 2026. 

Checks made payable to:  
The First U.P. Church of Crafton Heights. 

Because we want to encourage families of all sizes 
to participate, there is a $325 maximum per  

family, and additional financial help is available. 
For more information, contact Erlina Mae Adler at 

412-215-9711 or erlinamae7310@gmail.com. 
Also, payment can be made via the  

churches website at 
https://chup.org/giving/ 

(mark your online pymt as RETREAT 

then let Erlina know) 

Please detach the bottom portion and return with 
payment to Erlina Mae Adler by Sept. 13th 

You may keep the top portion as a reminder! 

       All Church Retreat Reservation Form (return with payment to Erlina Mae Adler by September 13th) 

 

Name_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Email_______________________________________________________________________ 

Lodging # People Price per person Totals 

Scott Lodge Adult Single   $230  

Scott Lodge Adult Double   $140  

Scott Lodge Adult Triple (2 singles, 1 queen)  $125  

Scott Lodge Child 6-13 years  $50  

Scott Lodge Child 0-5 years  free  

Additional Cot/ Mattress without bedding  $10  

Additional Cot/ Mattress with bedding  $15  

Day Use (come for the day only)  $15.00 per meal  

Total    

Deposit  $50  

Balance Due    

http://www.chup.org/giving/
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